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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
BERKELEY REP OFFERS FREE TALK WITH FREED FOR YOU, NERO

WHO: Local theatre lovers in conversation with playwright Amy Freed
WHAT: Page to Stage, a series of conversations with eminent theatre artists
WHERE: Berkeley Rep’s Thrust Stage / 2025 Addison St @ Shattuck / Downtown Berkeley
WHEN: Monday 6/15 @ 7:00 PM
HOW MUCH: Free!
INFO: (510) 647-2949 or berkeleyrep.org

MAY 19, 2009 — During its world-premiere production of You, Nero, Berkeley Repertory Theatre
invites theatre lovers to meet the real power behind the throne. Amy Freed, the local scribe
who put words in the mouth of an emperor for her outrageous new comedy, is the guest of honor
at Berkeley Rep’s Page to Stage on Monday, June 15. At this free event, Artistic Director
Tony Taccone interviews Freed about her successful habit of mixing history and comedy, which
led to a nomination for the Pulitzer Prize. On Berkeley Rep’s intimate Thrust Stage, they’ll discuss
her current show — and previous hits like The Beard of Avon and Restoration Comedy — before
taking questions from the audience.

Theatres are usually dark on Mondays, but Berkeley Rep makes those evenings glow with
Page to Stage, a series of talks which engage brilliant guests in sparkling conversation. Past
programs have featured luminaries such as David Edgar, Will Eno, Danny Hoch, Sarah Jones,
Tony Kushner, Delroy Lindo, Terrence McNally, Charles Mee, Rita Moreno, Itamar Moses, and
Salman Rushdie. No tickets are necessary for these free events, but seating is limited. Each
talk begins at 7:00 PM, and doors open at 6:45 PM for general-admission seating. Peet’s Coffee
and Tea offers a free tasting to all guests starting at 6:00 PM, and donors in Berkeley Rep’s
Supporter Circle get an opportunity to meet Freed at an exclusive reception catered by La Note.

Amy Freed, an artist-in-residence at Stanford University, is the author of Claustrophilia,
Freedomland, The Psychic Life of Savages, Restoration Comedy, Safe in Hell, and Still Warm.
Her work has been seen at New York Theatre Workshop, Playwrights Horizons, and respected
regional theatres across the country, earning her the Joseph Kesselring Award, the Charles
MacArthur Award, and a nomination for the Pulitzer Prize.

In her new comedy, not only does Nero fiddle while Rome burns, he fills the Colosseum with a
flammable mix of sex and decadence. The egotistical emperor commands a washed-up scribe to
create an extravaganza that flatters his regime. But to stage the script he must survive the real
spectacle at the palace, where his mother, his mistress, and an entourage of eunuchs play an
elaborate game of deceit and seduction. With You, Nero, Freed lets loose the tigers on a
crumbling empire obsessed with shallow celebrities, violent sports, and sensational entertainment
until Rome unravels like it's reality TV.

You, Nero runs through June 28 and is produced in association with South Coast Repertory,
where it debuted in January. Berkeley Rep’s Thrust Stage is located at 2025 Addison Street, near
bus lines, bike routes, and parking lots — and only half a block from BART. For more information
about Page to Stage or tickets to the show, call (510) 647-2949 or (888) 4-BRT-tix (toll-free) — or

simply click berkeleyrep.org.
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Berkeley Rep

WHO: Written by Amy Freed
Directed by Sharon Ott

Designed by Erik Flatmo (scenic design), Paloma H. Young (costume design),
Peter Maradudin (lighting design), and Stephen LeGrand and Eric Drew Feldman
(original music and sound design)

YOU, NERO
FACT SHEET

Starring Richard Doyle, Donnell Hill, Lori Larsen, Kasey Mahaffy, Maggie Mason,
Jeff McCarthy, Mike McShane, Sarah Moser, Danny Scheie, and Susannah Schulman

WHAT: You, Nero, the world-premiere production of a new comedy from three favorite local
artists: Amy Freed, Sharon Ott, and Danny Scheie

WHERE: Berkeley Repertory Theatre
Thrust Stage, 2025 Addison Street @ Shattuck, Downtown Berkeley

WHEN: May 15 — June 28, 2009

= Tuesdays and Fridays @ 8:00 PM

= Wednesdays @ 7:00 PM

= Thursdays and Saturdays @ 2:00 PM & 8:00 PM
= Sundays @ 2:00 PM & 7:00 PM

= No matinees during previews

SUN MON TUER WED THUER FRI SAT

15MAY 16 Special Events:

fEDA O
17 18 19 20 2 2 23 Low-cost previews: Friday 5/15, Saturday 5/16 & Tuesday 5/19 @
a @ & 8 (@ 2%@ 8:00 PM and Sunday 5/17 @ 7:00 PM
24 25 26 27 |28 (29 30
27a S U 8 |5m  |°@ Target ® Teen Night: Friday 5/15 @ 6:30 PM
Ell Tjun |2 3 4 5 6
8 7 [ 0 28 Opening night: Wednesday 5/20 @ 8:00 PM
7 8 9 10 n 12 13
e Docent talks: Tuesdays 5/19, 5/26, 6/2, 6/9, 6/16 & 6/23 and
2078 s 7 8 3@ 280 Thursdays 5/21, 5/28, 6/4, 6/11, 6/18 & 6/25 @ 7:00 PM
21 22 3 24 (25 26 27 . . .
278 8 7 2/8 2/8 Post-play discussions: Thursday 6/4, Tuesday 6/16 & Friday 6/19
28 @ 8:00 PM
[ PREVIEW Free tastings: Fridays 5/15 (Bedarra Vineyards), 5/22 (Teance),
el LS 5/29 (Raymond Vineyards) & 6/5 (Venus Restaurant) @ 7:00 PM;
B POST-SHOW DISCUSSION Saturdays 5/16 (Triple Rock Brewery) & 6/6 (Teance) @ 7:00 PM;
M TASTING and Sunday 5/17 (Bedarra Vineyards) @ 6:00 PM

" RSNUEE
Page to Stage (free talk w/ Freed): Monday 6/15 @ 7:00 PM

HOW MUCH: $13.50- %71
Section B Section A Premium
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Discounts: e Half-price tickets available for anyone under 30 years of age
« $10 discount for students and seniors one hour before curtain
» Groups of 10 or more, contact 510.647.2918 or groups@berkeleyrep.org

PHOTOS: http://www.berkeleyrep.org/press/photos-09yn.asp

TIX & INFO:  510.647.2949 — berkeleyrep.org — 888-4-BRT-Tix (toll-free)



