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PROLOGUE

FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Kushner about producing an evening comprised of his
one-act plays. Over the past 20 years he has written well
over a dozen smaller pieces, each of which was inspired
by an historical event that arrested his attention. Some
were meant to serve as celebrations of people whose
lives had gone unnoticed, others as examinations of the
state of the body politic. While disparate in theme, all
were united by two things: their love of language and
their love of entertainment. i

We all know Kushner as a man of extraordinary intelligence blessed with
great political acumen. He has been rightfully lauded as one of our country s
most important thinkers. But at heart, and he truly does write from the heart,
Tony Kushner is a wildly interesting artist. He is not some encrusted intellectual
sermonizing to us mere mortals from a distant mount. No. In reality, he is much more
like a 200-year-old rabbi trying to write a very good comedy sketch about the state of
the universe.

It was Tony s husband, the eternally supportive Mark Harris, who came up
with the clever title and who nally prodded us into action. And it was Joe Dowling
from the Guthrie Theater in Minneapolis who came up with the wonderful idea of a
Kushner festival, which included this production. It proved to be a great way to rst
explore these little gems, these ights of excessive linguistic fancy. And what a great
way to sustain ourselves, in these, our perilous times. Welcome to our own little
version of heaven.

All the best,

e

Tony Taccone






























































































































