


Wo rld pre m ie re 

Lemony Snicket’s  
The Composer is Dead
Written by Lemony Snicket 
Music by Nathaniel Stookey 
Directed by Tony Taccone 
Main Season · Roda Theatre 
November 26, 2010–January 9, 2011

The show must go on? But the actor is mute, the director is 
crying, the dancer is lazy—and the composer is dead! This 
holiday season, Berkeley Rep presents a deliciously silly 
world premiere from beloved Bay Area artists. The Composer 
is Dead features text by bestselling author Lemony Snicket 
and a score by (living) composer Nathaniel Stookey. It’s a 
new theatrical adaptation of this wildly popular piece that 
will delight children and adults alike. Tony Taccone’s raucous 
production unleashes laughs through classic clowning and 
plenty of uppity puppets from the pioneering Phantom 
Limb Company. When Geoff Hoyle pops up as an outlandish 
inspector bent on solving a murderous riddle, the show 
crescendos into comic absurdity.

“�The subscribers are 
dazzling. They’re so 
smart. They’ve come to 
expect the unexpected.”

  �Michael M ayer 
direc tor of  
American Idiot

Above left The book cover of  
The Composer Is Dead

Above right Johnny Wu, Teresa Avia Lim, 
and Bruce McKenzie in the world premiere 
of Concerning Strange Devices from the 
Distant West

Far right Mike Daisey
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Order easily at berkeleyrep.org, return the enclosed form, or just call 510 647-2949, Tue–Sun noon–7pm



The Agony and the Ecstasy of Steve Jobs 
in repertory with The Last Cargo Cult
Written and performed by Mike Daisey 
Directed by Jean-Michele Gregory 
Main Season · Thrust Stage  
January 11–February 27, 2011

The New York Times dubbed Mike Daisey “the master storyteller” and 
“one of the finest solo performers of his generation.” Now he returns 
to Berkeley Rep in an incredible doubleheader: two provocative new 
monologues that examine our obsession with commerce. In The Agony 
and the Ecstasy of Steve Jobs, Daisey dives into the epic story of a real-life 
Willy Wonka whose personal obsessions profoundly affect our everyday 
lives—and follows the trail to China where millions toil in factories to 
create iPhones and iPods. With The Last Cargo Cult, Daisey travels to a 
remote island in the South Pacific whose inhabitants actually worship 
America and its goods. He observes their rituals as the world’s financial 
system collapses, spurring a soul-searching assessment of what money 
means and who is paying the price. With his wry eye and eccentric 
intellect, Daisey delivers two adventure stories—presented on different 
days—that cut deep with hilarious social critique.
Co-Sponsored by Wealth Management at Mechanics Bank
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Ruined
Written by Lynn Nottage 
Directed by Liesl Tommy 
Main Season · Roda Theatre 
February 25–April 10, 2011

Berkeley Rep proudly brings you Ruined, winner of the 
Pulitzer Prize. This powerful new play provides a bleak 
yet beautiful look at the lives of women in a land ruled 
by whiskey and bayonets. As civil war ravages the Congo, 
the lucky ones find a home—and a regular meal—in 
a ramshackle building that serves as both brothel and 
refuge. Whether merchant, miner, or soldier, the man you 
meet in the morning may be your enemy by sundown. Yet 
all of them come through Mama’s door for booze and a 
bit of comfort. Mama Nadi protects her girls with rough 
compassion, even as she profits from their bodies. This 
celebrated script from Lynn Nottage tells an intense and 
important tale filled with humanity, hope, and unexpected 
humor. When Mama talks, you better listen.
Coproduced with La Jolla Playhouse and the Huntington Theatre 
Company in association with Lorraine Hansberry Theatre

Above left Thomas Silcott, Kohle Thomas 
Bolton, and Roslyn Ruff in Coming Home

Above right In the Next Room or the 
vibrator play, starring Maria Dizzia and 
Hannah Cabell, was commissioned by 
Berkeley Rep and became a finalist for  
the Pulitzer Prize

Order easily at berkeleyrep.org, return the enclosed form, or just call 510 647-2949, Tue–Sun noon–7pm



we s t coa s t pre m ie re 

The Three Sisters
Written by Anton Chekhov  
English translation by Sarah Ruhl  
Directed by Les Waters 
Main Season · Thrust Stage 
April 8–May 22, 2011

Audiences and critics on both coasts embraced Eurydice 
and In the Next Room or the vibrator play, two shows 
steeped in longing from playwright Sarah Ruhl and 
director Les Waters. Now this talented team turns its 
attention to a fresh translation of a masterpiece. The 
Three Sisters by Anton Chekhov depicts an entire village 
of unlucky lovers struggling with the bittersweet distance 
between reality and dreams. Ruhl enlivens this classic with 
the same elegant understanding of intimacy that infused 
those earlier collaborations, while Waters and a cast of 
14 deliver another sumptuous production. Discover the 
humor and heartbreak of one of the world’s great plays, 
told anew through the lyricism of two leading voices in 
contemporary theatre.
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wo rld pre m ie re 

A new show for Rita Moreno
Written by Tony Taccone  
Directed by David Galligan 
Limited Season · Roda Theatre  
May 13–June 12, 2011

During her spectacular career, Rita Moreno has portrayed 
some tough women, from Anita in West Side Story 
to Maria Callas in Master Class. Now this legendary 
performer takes on the toughest woman of all—herself. 
The star of stage and screen returns to Berkeley Rep to tell 
her tale in an irreverent and entertaining new show that’s 
full of surprises and songs. Expect another breathtaking 
performance from the lady who won the Oscar, the 
Tony, the Grammy, and two Emmys. Artistic Director 
Tony Taccone makes his debut as a playwright with this 
touching script. Don’t miss the rollercoaster ride as Rita 
Moreno takes you through the highs and lows—and 
solos—of her improbable life.

“�A haven where great 
art is nurtured...
Berkeley Rep invites 
both the artist and the 
audience to see the 
world in a new light.”

  Rita Moren o

Above left Rita Moreno in our hit 
production of The Glass Menagerie

Above right Our production of Mary 
Zimmerman’s Arabian Nights—starring 
Ryan Artzberger and Sofia Jean Gomez—
toured the nation

Far right John Leguizamo
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e xclus ive ly fo r su b scrib e r s 

Enjoy priority access to special 
non-subscription events
In addition to the fantastic shows in our season, 
Berkeley Rep presents many special events. 
Subscribers get dibs on tickets, before anyone 
else! The same is true when hit shows like 
American Idiot extend. Here are just a few of the 
artists scheduled for limited runs in 2010:

 �David Sedaris

 �John Leguizamo 

 �Dan Hoyle

 �Wes “Scoop” Nisker

And this winter we’re expecting a surprise for 
the holidays from Tony Award–winning director 
Mary Zimmerman, the creative genius behind 
Metamorphoses and The Arabian Nights.
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Order easily at berkeleyrep.org, return the enclosed form, or just call 510 647-2949, Tue–Sun noon–7pm



What’s in it for me?
All subscribers enjoy big savings and sweet advantages.

 �Savings! You save up to 26% 
off the regular price.

 �Seats! You get the best 
seats—even when the  
public is turned away from 
sold-out shows.

 �Flexibility! If something 
comes up, you can reschedule 
for free. Just submit your 
online form by midnight the 
day before (or call by 7pm).

 �Discounts! You save when buying tickets for your friends 
and family—and we waive the service charge too.

 �Perks! You enjoy discounts and added values at some 
of our favorite neighborhood restaurants. You receive 
priority notice to our special events like solo shows from 
John Leguizamo and David Sedaris. Plus you get special 
offers for other cool shows around the Bay Area.

 �That little something extra! Our popular Liner Notes, 
filled with enlightening information, are e-mailed to you 
days before your show. Easy validated parking is only $3 
($5 for Thursday matinees). And at the Theatre, you can 
savor the tastiest treats around, peruse our compelling 
program, and enjoy lobby displays inspired by the shows.

Subscribe for 
the best prices, 
benefits, and extras!

Spice up your play with  
these free events
 �Pre-show presentations: Deepen your appreciation of 
the show with a free 30-minute docent talk. Choose any 
Tue or Thu 8pm series.

 �Post-show discussions: Stick around after the play for a 
lively Q&A with our artists on select Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Friday nights.

 �Artisanal tastings: Join us on the weekends for free 
tastings before most evening performances with local 
wineries, microbreweries, and more.

Which package 
should I choose? 3+

choose your own

5
m ain se a son

7
Full Se a son

Your plays Any three or more plays  
of your choice

Compulsion 
The Composer Is Dead 

Steve Jobs or Cargo Cult 
Ruined 

The Three Sisters

Compulsion 
The Great Game—Part 1, 2, or 3 

The Composer Is Dead 
Steve Jobs or Cargo Cult 

Ruined 
The Three Sisters 

Rita Moreno

Your seats Great Better Best

Discounts for friends

Keep seats from year to year

Free guest pass for friends

Free section or day upgrade

More perks See your enclosed order form for additional special offers!

Additional savings! 
Are you under 30? 
65 or older? Do you 
work at a preschool, 
elementary school, 
or secondary school? 
You qualify for 
substantial savings. 
See your order form 
for more details.



Which package 
should I choose? 3+

choose your own

5
m ain se a son

7
Full Se a son

Your plays Any three or more plays  
of your choice

Compulsion 
The Composer Is Dead 

Steve Jobs or Cargo Cult 
Ruined 

The Three Sisters

Compulsion 
The Great Game—Part 1, 2, or 3 

The Composer Is Dead 
Steve Jobs or Cargo Cult 

Ruined 
The Three Sisters 

Rita Moreno

Your seats Great Better Best

Discounts for friends

Keep seats from year to year

Free guest pass for friends

Free section or day upgrade

More perks See your enclosed order form for additional special offers!

As part of the extraordinary Berkeley Rep experience, patrons 
enjoy gourmet tastings, custom cocktails, and free talkbacks.

Order easily at berkeleyrep.org, return the enclosed form, or just call 510 647-2949, Tue–Sun noon–7pm



Getting here, being here
We’re downtown, easily accessible by bart, bus, bike, 
and car. There are lots of parking garages, and we 
validate $3 parking a block away.

Make a night of it—there are dozens of delightful 
restaurants, cafés, and gelaterias nearby!

Above left The Thrust Stage and  
the Roda Theatre

Above right Audiences mingle 
outside the Theatre

Far right Berkeley Rep donors enjoy 
an opening-night dinner with the 
artists and exclusive backstage access
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Enrich your experience.  
Enrich your community.
Get closer to the work onstage—tour behind 
the scenes, mingle with artists, and upgrade 
your seats with priority donor seating. 
Receive unique perks when you make an 
Annual Fund gift. 

Your subscription covers just over half the 
true cost of producing theatre. Make your 
tax-deductible gift with your subscription 
today. And take pride knowing your 
contribution helps bring world-class theatre 
and arts education to your community. Click 
berkeleyrep.org/give for more information.

Order easily at berkeleyrep.org, return the enclosed form, or just call 510 647-2949, Tue–Sun noon–7pm


